


T H E  P A N E L I S T S

GERGANA PASSY

President, PanEuropa Bulgaria

THORSTEN GEISSLER

Head of Office, KAS in Bulgaria

H.E. CHRISTOPH EICHHORN

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to

the Republic of Bulgaria

H.E. EKATERINA ZAHARIEVA

Deputy Prime Minister for Judicial Reform and

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

Bulgaria 

        ~ 5 K PEOPLE REACHED 

              ~ 60 PARTICIPANTS ON

          

A B O U T  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N

On July 2, 2020,  from 11:00 – 12:00 Sofia time, a

virtual discussion launching Germany’s Presidency

of the Council of the European Union was held on

Zoom and livestreamed on Facebook. The

discussion was organized by PanEuropa Bulgaria

and the Office of Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS)

in Bulgaria, as co-hosts partnering with the

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany Sofia.

The event was opened by Ms Gergana Passy,

President of PanEuropa Bulgaria, and Mr Thorsten

Geissler, Head of the Office of KAS in Bulgaria. The

opening was followed by presentation of the

priorities of the German EU Presidency by H.E. Mr

Christoph Eichhorn, Ambassador of the Federal

Republic of Germany to the Republic of Bulgaria.

After Mr Eichhorn's speech, H.E. Ms Ekaterina

Zaharieva, Deputy Prime Minister for Judicial

Reform and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Bulgaria, presented Bulgaria's priorities

and vision within the next six months. The event

concluded with a discussion led by Ms Gergana

Passy, acting as moderator.

A B O U T  T H E  O R G A N I S E R S

PANEUROPA BULGARIA

Working towards the promotion of peace, human

rights, and the idea of European integration. Aim:

the development and validation of the values of

civil society and the creation of a community of

like-minded people who want to work in a united,

free, and democratic Europe.

OFFICE OF KAS IN BULGARIA

Working towards strengthening democracy, the

rule of law, and social market economy. Aim: to

guarantee peace and freedom through supporting

the ongoing foreign policy dialogue, as well as the

exchange between different cultures and religions.

EMBASSY OF GERMANY SOFIA

"Germany and Bulgaria: working together for our

free and strong Europe." – Christoph Eichhorn
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We find ourselves in a revolutionary moment in history. At a time

like this, the range of possibilities is far greater than it normally

is. Events that are inconceivable in normal times have not only

become possible today, but are actually occurring. All of us who

care about Europe should be happy and have great trust that

Germany can not only be a real moderator, but an engine of the

processes that will take place in the next six months, during the

new rotating presidency. There is such a huge list of challenges 

 ahead of us – the EU Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the

pandemic, the Next Generation EU recovery instrument,  Brexit,

migration, you name it.  There will be so many make it or break it

moments, and I hope that most of them will be moved ahead.

However, at the end of the day, the German Presidency of the

EU and all of us will be judged by whether we could get Europe

out of the crisis united.  



CONTACT US

Office of KAS in Sofia

19 Yanko Sakazov Blvd, fl. 4, ap. 11

1504 Sofia, Bulgaria

✉ info.sofia@kas.de

✆ +359 2 943-4388/9434390

     http://www.kas.de/bg/web/bulgarien

THORSTEN

GEISSLER

Head of Office

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

in Bulgaria

“When many European countries closed their borders at the

beginning of the corona crisis”, Ivan Krastev wrote some days

ago, “a dream of many nationalists and populists became true.”

But he also emphasized: “Europeans have understood the

limits of economic nationalism.” And indeed: closed borders

mean economic decline. This crisis cannot be successfully

managed by national governments alone. What we need is a

European answer. And the European Union has already agreed

on a lot of measures, while others will be negotiated during the

German Presidency. We cannot expect that these negotiations

will always be marked by harmony, but I think that European

leaders are conscious of their responsibility to demonstrate

that the EU can only cope with the current crisis if it stands

for solidarity, cohesion, and common opportunities. And we

stand for common opportunities not by investing in rebuilding

old structures but by investing in digitalisation, sustainability,

artificial intelligence, the implementation of the Green Deal,

and combatting climate change with even more determination.

I am very grateful that the programme of the new trio

Presidency shows a strong commitment to the values the

European Union is based on: freedom and democracy, the rule

of law,  and the protection of human rights, including the rights

of minorities. They were almost undisputed for many years in

Europe, but have come under attack in many parts of the world

and also in Europe, and now need strong reaffirmation.



H.E. CHRISTOPH EICHHORN
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Bulgaria

To date, more than a 100 000 Europeans have lost their

lives as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. There is

an emergency breaking on the economy, and we all have

to work together and stick together to overcome this.

The German EU Presidency, as all presidencies, has a

huge programme. I can try to sum it up in two words –

one is solidarity, the other is sovereignty. We will only

improve our Union if, in addition to looking at the

economic factors, we also look at social cohesion.  

 None of the subjects that we have been working on can

be left on the shelve.  We are  currently facing a corona

crisis, but there is also climate change, a need for digital

transformation, and questions regarding migration and

asylum policy, which all need to be worked on. The rule

of law is an important factor, and we are all sticking our

heads together to achieve an even more solid ground

and improvements there. What is extremely important is

to look beyond our immediate necessities within the

European Union, meaning we have to work on stabilizing

our neighborhood, beginning with the Western Balkans

of course, but also our neighbors and friends to the East

and the South, including our partnership with Africa.

China is another mega subject, in relation to which

Europe has to come to a shared position, engage in a

Trans-Atlantic dialog, and think about how to design the

EU-Chinese relationship. Finally, it is very important to

invest in the next generation, which is the one that

keeps up the spirit of united Europe.



THE KEY PRIORITIES OF THE GERMAN PRESIDENCY OF THE

 COUNCIL OF THE EU

            COORDINATING EU EFFORTS TO OVERCOME THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

            ECONOMIC RECOVERY: AGREEING ON MFF & NEXT GENERATION EU INSTRUMENT

            CONCLUDING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UK

            ADVANCING THE EU’S GREEN AND DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

            STRENGTHENING EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY AND SOCIAL COHESION

            MAKING PROGRESS ON THE EU’S MIGRATION AND ASYLUM POLICY

            STRENGTHENING THE RULE OF LAW AS A KEY FOUNDATION OF THE EU

            STABILIZING OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD; PARTNERSHIP WITH AFRICA; UNITED POSITION ON CHINA

            STRENGTHENING THE EU’S CAPACITY TO ACT AT THE GLOBAL LEVEL

                                                                                      
                                                                                      Together for Europe’s Recovery



H.E. EKATERINA ZAHARIEVA
Deputy Prime Minister for Judicial Reform and Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Bulgaria

We are currently facing a historical challenge.  I will cite Chancellor Angela

Merkel, according to which “The pandemic shows us how vulnerable Europe

is." With this in mind, the expectations towards the German Presidency are

way too big.  In the present situation, except for continuing the fight against

the consequences of COVID-19 and taking care of people's health,  we need

to focus  on the recovery of our economy.  Germany and France suggested

the creation of a recovery  fund. Now on the table is the European

Commission's offer for a Next Generation EU recovery instrument of 750

billion euro.  These are extraordinary measures in an extraordinary situation

and as such they are most needed right now, not the upcoming year – needed

by our citizens and our economies. In my opinion, this will be a test for all of

us. It will test whether we could  reach  a mutual agreement on the proposed

recovery instrument and EU's Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for

2021 – 2027. It is really important to prevent the pandemic from broadening

the economic differences between EU Member States and creating new

partitioning within the European Union.  Our economies are so connected,

that even the countries that  have not undertaken strict measures in relation

to the coronavirus are experiencing a decline in their GDP – as big as the

average for the EU, even bigger.  So I hope that together, with wisdom and

compromises on all sides, we will be able to truly achieve economic recovery,

as soon as possible. The Green Deal negotiations will be even harder in the

present situation. Bulgaria supports the 2050  Green Deal goals, but we are

concerned that, without adequate compensatory mechanisms for  energy

transition in relation to coal-dependent countries, we risk to exacerbate the

negative effects of the crisis. Hopefully, we will also reach a consensus

regarding a fair energy transition fund.     
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