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Pan Europa Bulgaria 7 January 2016 

 speech on Dutch EU presidency 2016 

 The visit of all European Commissioners to The Hague today, 

marks the kick-off of the 12th EU-Presidency of the 

Netherlands.  

 (see Press conference live-stream)  

 As chair of the European Council during the first half of 2016, 

our role is that of a reliable and efficient mediator that works 

on compromises between the 28 Member States, as well as 

between the Council, Commission and the European 

Parliament. 

 

 As an ‘honest broker’ we will move forward the strategic 

priorities of the 28 member states that were anchored in the 

Strategic Agenda of the European Council and further 

embodied in the work program of the European Commission.  

 
 At the same time, the success of our presidency will depend 

on our ability to respond to unexpected events.  

 

 We will work in close cooperation with our trio-partners: 

Slovakia and Malta, who will chair the presidency in second 

half of 2016 and first half of 2017. Together, we can 

guarantee continuity and a solid, long term European 

calendar. 

 

 The Netherlands is known to be a pragmatic, critical, 

constructive and innovative member state.  

 On the practical side, we will run a sober but, hospitable, 

efficient and innovative presidency. We use the same logo as 

in 2004. For all 135 meetings taking place in the Netherlands 

and the 17.500 participants we expect, we use one single 
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location in the historic and scenic heart of Amsterdam, on a 

single location, the “National Maritime Museum” for the 

ministerial meetings and the Europe Building at the adjacent 

NAVAL dock yard. This building is fully degradable, all 

elements will be used for another building somewhere in the 

world, once the Netherlands presidency is over.  

 
 A number of young Dutch architects have designed the 

entrance of the Europe building, adding innovative elements 

that are 3d-printed.    

 

The context of the Netherlands’ presidency 

 Our presidency comes at a time when the world’s eyes are 

upon Europe. Terrorist attacks, migration flows outside and 

inside our borders, member states reconsidering their position 

in our Union. It is also a time when people question the EU’s 

value and its ability to make difficult, common and 

sustainable decisions.  

 

 But at the same time, people demand answers and solutions 

from Europe. The fight against terror, the unrest in the Middle 

East, the migration challenge, climate change, our relations 

with other major powers;  

we cannot face any of these challenges alone.  

 

 Despite the need for common solutions, the state of our Union 

should never be taken for granted. Nothing is irreversible.  

 
 Solidarity and shared responsibility are the tools with which 

we can face the current developments. The EU can only 

function if everyone adheres to the rules we commonly 

agreed to.  
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What are our ambitions as president?  

 

 Three principles will guide our presidency: 

 

 Firstly, a focus on the main issues: the EU should focus on 

where its intervention has the most added value. “Big on the 

big things, small on the small things”, in the words of 

Commission-President Juncker.  

 

 Secondly, a Union that connects with citizens. 

Transparency and Visibility. We can do this by attending to 

the questions and needs of citizens, businesses and 

organizations.  

 

 And thirdly, innovation leading to growth and jobs. 

Europe can make a difference by realizing a digital single 

market, deepening the internal market and kick-starting the 

potential for innovation by reforming national economies.  

 So 3 main principles: Focus, connecting with the 

citizens and innovation 

 

 

What are our priorities? 

 As president, we will continue the work on all files that are on 

the table. But four issues lie at the heart of Europe’s current 

challenges:  

 1) migration and international security;  

 2) a deeper and fairer internal market;  

 3) a strong currency union;  

 4) and a forward-looking climate and energy policy. 
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1.Migration and international security 

Refugee crisis 

 The refugee crisis will continue to dominate the European 

agenda. We have to come up with a common and sustainable 

solution.  

 

 Hundreds of thousands of people flee their home-countries to 

cross into Europe. They want to regain some sense of 

normality and make a life for themselves and their families. 

Free from war or oppression. Member states must fulfill their 

obligations to help them.  

 

 But Europe’s reception capacity is not infinite. We need to 

strengthen our own border security and the cooperation with 

the countries on our borders. We need to improve the 

reception capacity, prospects for housing, integration and 

work. We can only do this if we work together.  

 

Security and the EU as a strong global player 

 We see that internal and external security are more 

intertwined than they have ever been. Migration and terrorism 

are two examples of this, although we should not mix them 

up. 

 

 Respect for the rule of law and our fundamental rights are one 

of our strongest achievements and characteristics. To protect 

these rights, we need security throughout our Union. 

 
 The Dutch Presidency will focus on supporting the efforts of 

the High Representative, who sets the agenda for the Foreign 

Affairs Council. Within this context we will focus on a more 

secure, just and future-proof EU that is a strong global player. 

We will strive to push forward implementation of the 
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comprehensive approach and human rights, including a focus 

on new threats like hybrid and cyber. 

 
 The EU needs a vision and set a solid level of ambitions. The 

Netherlands supports the adoption of a new EU Global 

Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy at the June 2016 

European Council. 

 

2. Innovative growth: a deeper and fairer internal market 

The future of Europe is in innovation. In the 21st century, 

knowledge and innovation remain the main guarantee of our 

Union’s competitiveness. The single market is key, as it 

enables businesses to offer their products to 500 million 

consumers with the same set of rules and without trade 

barriers.  

 

 There is still much untapped potential in the single market; 

which is why it is important that we continue to deepen it and 

make it even fairer. 

o The next concrete step is to create one single market 

for digital products. The Commission has tabled its 

Digital Single Market Strategy. This document outlines 

proposals to create a single set of Copyright rules, ease 

cross-border e-commerce and simplify VAT rules. We 

will work hard to achieve progress in these discussions; 

o Another major step is the services market; if we 

make it easier for service providers to operate across 

borders, we create huge opportunities for businesses. 

The Commission has published its Single Market 

Strategy to make that possible; we will move forward 

on this strategy during our Presidency. 

 



 6 

 Relying on the strength of our common market, we must not 

turn inwards but remain open to the rest of the world. That 

means that, as the EU, we should continue to invest in free 

trade agreements with countries outside of our Union.  

  

A fairer internal market: Labour Mobility 

 We need to make the internal market fairer. The free 

movement of workers and goods has brought the European 

Union incredible prosperity. But in some sectors exploitation 

and false competition undermine public support and decent 

working standards.  

 

 During our presidency, we want to move forward on the 

Commission’s mobility package that aims to guarantee an 

equal level playing field and strengthen the social dimension 

of the internal market. By doing this we can serve the 

interests of all of our respective workforces and to more fully 

enable a fair internal market. 

 

3. Strong European Monetary Union 

 Europe’s financial stability still deserves our undivided 

attention. A solid and robust Eurozone is important to all of 

us.  

 The Banking Union provides a level playing field between 

European banks. It tackles the risks of cross contamination by 

poorly functioning banks and financial systems.  

 
 The Five Presidents Report outlines the future of the European 

Monetary Union. One example is the Capital Markets Union, 

which gives a financial impulse to our economies.  
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 More attention should be paid to the implementation of 

country-specific recommendations. During our presidency, we 

will talk about the implementation of reforms and better 

governance and the exchange of best practices. We support 

the Commission in its efforts to enhance transparency and 

simplification in the Stability and Growth Pact. This should 

lead to improved budgetary guidelines applicable to all 

member states. 

 

4. Climate and Energy 

 We welcome the ambitious outcome of the 21th Conference of 

the Parties (COP21) in Paris as an important starting point for 

the Dutch EU Presidency. We have a moral obligation to our 

children to leave them a healthy and livable world. Every 

country should contribute to countering climate change. 

 

 The Dutch EU-presidency, wants to promote sustainable 

economic objectives, amongst which the transition to a 

circular economy. In a circular economy, natural resources 

are re-used as much as possible. For example, by 

reprocessing the metals that make up the screens of our 

smartphones and not endlessly mining them. The responsible 

use of fossil fuels, other raw materials and energy, should be 

brought together in a sustainable, future-proof plan for 

growth. 

 

 We will continue important work on the Energy Union. A well-

connected and well-functioning single energy market is the 

best route to diversification, security of supply and 

sustainability. This is the only way in which our gas and 

electricity bills remain affordable. And an important way for 
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member states to reduce their dependency on energy imports 

from third countries. 

 

 In conclusion: 

 

 The EU is the biggest economic power on earth. Our continent 

knows freedom and peace. We have clean air, fresh water,  

our children go to school and we take care of our elderly. 

Within our borders, diversity, minorities and democracy are 

respected, based on the rule of law. In Europe, economic 

growth and equal opportunities are considered important. This 

is what prosperity is really about. And what we have seen in 

the past year is that people, who do not have all that, are 

ready to risk their lives to obtain it. For them the European 

dream is real.  

 

 The Netherlands will work hard to chair a professional and 

effective presidency. We are at the disposal of all member 

states, including Bulgaria. We will try to be a reliable partner 

that can support the European Union in making tough 

decisions and implementing necessary reforms.  


